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“Uphold Our Right To Food Self-Sufficiency!” 

T 
he 10th year of PNFSP is   

indeed a milestone. Thus, 

the special day was cele-

brated with various activities 

with the dual objective of showcasing to 

the public the various initiatives of 

PNFSP’s members and Secretariat on   

sustainable agriculture and indigenous 

knowledge; and to educate the people on 

the benefits of organic agriculture on  

people’s health and the environment. 

It was celebrated last August 29, 2015 

at the Quezon City Memorial Circle with  

the theme: “Food for the Body, Food 

forthe Mind, Food for the Soul”. The 

event was an organic food fair and      

festival of best practices on sustainable 

agriculture and appropriate technology. It 

was an historical event for PNFSP which 

was attended by its network members, 

allies, and friends with over 150 atten-

dees. 

The event started with a Liturgical 

mass headed by Fr. Ben Alforque, MSC. 

Prof. Edward Deveza, PNFSP’s Chair-

person gave the Welcome Remarks while 

Estrella Catarata, PNFSP’s Executive    

Director, presented the Rationale for the 

occasion. The new PNFSP logo was also 

unveiled, and a video of the Network’s 

programs and projects for the last 10 

years was also shown. It was then fol-

lowed by the launching of the book “Food 

in Peril” which was a collaboration of 

PNFSP and Ibon Foundation. Each member 

received a complementary copy, signify-

ing the vital role they play in the struggle 

against large-scale destructive mining 

projects. After that, the simultaneous 

activities of the different tents were 

held. 
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PNFSP at 10 years: A Lookback 

Partnership with New World/Solidagro 

P 
NFSP’s partnership with New World 

(now Solidagro) started when the   

latter gave financial assistance for the 

gathering of 23 regional and 2 national 

organizations to launch a National Food Security 

Conference in  August 29-30, 2005. This event gave 

birth to PNFSP.  From 2006 up to 2007, NW initially 

gave small funding support on per activity basis for 

PNFSP’s  capacity building to member organizations 

on project proposal making, cooperatives          

development, NGO management, project          

management, and also co-sponsored a national  

consultation on sustainable  agriculture and       

appropriate technologies. 

In 2007, NW was instrumental in the            

institutional capacity building through continued 

meetings, discussions and specifically when PNFSP’s 

logical framework was formulated and brain-

stormed. PNFSP then was included in the New World 

2008-201 project called “Food Security for the  

Future”. The focus was on improving the capacities 

of members in the implementation and             

management of their food security programs      

including the sustainable agriculture community-

level appropriate technology (SACLAT).  

For a decade now, Solidgaro has always been 

supportive in strengthening the PNFSP network and 

its Secretariat. Through the different knowledge 

and skills training it launched since 2008, the     

Secretariat was able to enhance its  own methods of 

work, and in developing the network as an         

institution.  

SACLAT Projects 

Since 2011, the SACLAT team has made      

significant improvements in the food security  

situation in Sitios Bigao and Lagis in Isabela. It 

taught the members of the PO to make a vegetable 

garden in their backyards to diversify their food 

source and not rely solely on what is available in 

the market. Both sitios also have cooperative farms 

where the members plant rice, white beans, red 

beans, pole beans, mongo, peanuts for income  

generation and resilient crops such as sweet potato 

and taro, in anticipation of the rainy season. Fish 

ponds were also constructed as an alternative 

source of protein.  Potable water is also now     

accessible to a total of 25 households aside from 

the installation of the micro-irrigation system. 

In Barangays Dabong and Masaroy in Panay, 

multi-purpose wood-fired dryers were built to   

ensure that the palay harvested by the members of 

the PO would be dried properly so that it can be 

stored for a longer time. Other appropriate     

technology projects assembled were the lorena 

stove, replication of rainwater catchment jar,  

potable water system, welding machine in the 

blacksmith shop, and steel hauling cart. In        

Masbate, the SACLAT team gave trainings to the 

members of the PO including seed banking and corn 

breeding. 

App Tech projects were also replicated in 

other network members to bolster their food    

security projects.   
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A Solidarity Message on the  
10th Anniversary of the Philippine Network 

of Food Security Programmes, Inc. 

S 
olidagro congratulates all those who have been part in 

developing the network of food security actors in the 

Philippines that is the Philippine Network of Food    

Security Programmes. Since the inception of PNFSP in 

2005, ten years ago, Solidagro (or formerly New World), has been 

supportive of the network’s programs and services to uplift the food 

security programs of those 26 member-organizations located all 

over the country. Our support for the network is in line with our 

mission “to promote the right to food for everyone and support the 

right of peoples and states to independently determine their own 

food and agricultural policy”. 

For the past ten years, we witnessed the work of PNFSP in up-

holding the right to food through advocacy and campaign, capacity 

building of network members, and sustainable agriculture and   

community-led appropriate technology in communities. We are 

proud to be an active partner of PNFSP in this. Starting with just a 

one-person desk operation, PNFSP became a full-blown network 

with three program departments – Institutional Capacity            

Development; Campaign, Advocacy and Networking; and Sustainable 

Agriculture Community-Led Appropriate Technology. We are      

confident that PNFSP, with its Secretariat and members, has now 

increased capacity to face the various challenges in the midst of 

unabated food security-related issues - the depleting land for food 

due to land grabbing and mining, the contested/lopsided agrarian 

reform program, and other socio-economic concerns affecting the 

small farmers and communities. We are confident that PNFSP will 

strengthen its role in the public debate to expose injustice and  

advocate for genuine change. 

Culminating the 10th year anniversary celebration with an   

organic food fair and festival of best practices on sustainable     

agriculture and appropriate technology with the theme “Food for 

the Body, Food for the Mind, Food for the Soul” will showcase the 

contribution of PNFSP in attaining genuine food security with an 

ultimate goal for food sovereignty.  

With this, we salute all those who are also in solidarity with 

PNFSP not only today but through the years and the coming years of 

service. We will continue to support your initiatives towards a   

quality of life that oppressed and deprived Filipino people struggle 

for. 

In solidarity, 

Pascal Van Driessche 

Program Manager for the Philippines 
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Dear friends, 

A greeting of solidarity to all! 

On behalf of ASTM, I would like to extend our warmest                  

congratulations to you on the occasion of the 10th anniversary founding of 

PNFSP. We are very happy to have joined SOLIDAGRO as partners of 

PNFSP in 2011 and greatly value the excellent relations we have had since 

then. 

From the outset, we have admired the holistic approach of PNFSP, 

which not only helps local rural communities to improve their agricultural 

production in a sustainable and environment friendly manner, but at the 

same time engages political decision-makers at every level on all the issues 

that threaten the rights of small farmers to produce healthy food for them-

selves and the community and sensitizes consumers on the advantages of 

organically produced food. 

All these elements are interdependent. So by addressing them all, 

PNFSP is making a great contribution to ensuring sustainable livelihoods for 

small farmers and access to healthy nutrition for the population. 

We greatly admire your hard work and tenacity over the years in    

struggling for these goals, despite the forces that you are up against. World-

wide, agribusiness companies are increasingly dominating the world’s food 

system, their aim being to dictate every step of the food production process, 

from seed production to food on our plates. They see food not as a basic 

human right, but rather as a commodity to be used for speculation to obtain 

maximum profit; they are extremely powerful, controlling large shares of the 

international markets for grains, fertilizers, pesticides, and seeds, often    

shaping government food policy. 

However, that is only one side of the picture! Worldwide, more and 

more people are refusing to accept that a few agribusiness companies      

determine what they eat and how it is produced. Here too in Europe,      

including Luxembourg, resistance is growing. People are increasingly     

questioning large-scale, chemical-based industrial agriculture. Local      

movements are starting to offer alternatives, bringing   organic farmers and 

consumers together as partners. 

So, although unfortunately, we cannot be there with you in person, we 

feel very much a part of your celebrations that mark 10 years of standing up 

for a food production system that serves the people and not for profit. What 

PNFSP is doing is part of a wider, global struggle that we must all fight      

together. And we are very happy to be with you in the coming years as you 

address existing and new challenges to food security and the people’s right to 

decide on all aspects of food production. 

We wish all the participants a wonderful day as you celebrate your 10th 

anniversary with this very exciting and innovative program that reflects  

particularly well the work and philosophy of PNFSP! 

More power to you all! 

For ASTM, 

Julie Smit 

Country Director, Philippines 
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Food for the BodyFood for the BodyFood for the BodyFood for the Body    PNFSP network members’ showcase of indigenous products  

PHOTO GALLERYPHOTO GALLERYPHOTO GALLERYPHOTO GALLERY    

Food for the SoulFood for the SoulFood for the SoulFood for the Soul    
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Food for the MindFood for the MindFood for the MindFood for the Mind    

Rowena Buena of 
MASIPAG shares 
their experience on 
Seed Banking and 
Rice Seeds  
Propagation 

Sharing on the 
Fair Trade  

Experience of 
Panay Fair Trade 

Center Inc. by 
Edgar De Mayo  

Fr. Richie Gomez’ input  
on Bokashi  

Rice Wine making 
by the Women of 

Cordillera 

Lecture on earth-
friendly parenting 
and lifestyle by 
Nona Andaya-
Castillo, IBCLC 

Lecture on 
Healthy Lifestyle 
by Dr. Susan 
Balingit 

Lecture on Food 
security and health 

by Dr. Romy  
Quijano 

    Solidarity NightSolidarity NightSolidarity NightSolidarity Night    

Mr. Jun Castillo giving 
some inputs about the 

Philippine coconut 
industry 

Staff of CWEARC 
and TFIP, opened 
the Solidarity Night 
with a traditional 
Cordillera dance 
called Pattong 
while other PNFSP 
members joined in 

Delegates from Mindanao: CLANS,  
SALT-RD, and MISFI  
sang a Visayan song 

Delegates from Central Visayas: FARDEC and WRCV, 
together with PNFSP staff— Estrella Catarata and  
Winster Abasolo, sang “Buhay at Bukid” 

Delegates from Panay Island: DAGSAW-PGIPNET and 
OFFERS Panay gave a heartwarming song number  

Antonio Balong Jr (left), PNFSP’s Agriculturist and Beverly Mango, PNFSP’s 
SACLAT Coordinator doing the workshop on organic fertilizers 
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ALCADEV requested an on-the-job training of its 

staff on how to make a lorena stove while FARDEC 

was assisted by the team in designing and          

constructing a mechanical dryer for their rice ware-

house. SACLAT has also carried out in-house       

research and development of appropriate         

technology project such as a low-cost shredder for 

vermicasting, potable water filtration using       

indigenous materials, further improvements in the 

rice-hull fueled mechanical dryer, and the design 

and construction of a mechanical lifter in FARDEC’s 

warehouse. 

Synergy projects with ACH 

For 2014-2016, PNFSP and the Advocates for       

Community Health (ACH), an organization engaged 

in the delivery of community-based health projects, 

undertook a synergy project in the latter’s  service 

areas in Oriental Mindoro and Sorsogon. PNFSP’s 

main task in the synergy was to train the farmers on 

sustainable agriculture while ACH ensured the 

health of the residents. The result was increased 

production and diversification of crops and  better 

nutrition in the rural communities. 

Regional Services /  

Institutional Capacity Development 

 

As for the Regional Services, various trainings 

were conducted for the capability- building of the  

network members. These included: Cooperative 

Orientation and Management, Project Development 

and Management. Island-wide consultations were 

also effective in that it enabled the members to 

regularly update the Secretariat regarding the   

issues faced in their communities and the means by 

which the latter can give assistance and support.  

 

In addition, the National Thematic Conference 

held every year served as a unifying event to all the  

members of PNFSP and to inform the participants 

on the different issues that aggravate food security 

in the country such as  foreign land grabbing and   

mining. It also served as the venue where best  

practices of each member are showcased to the 

public, to convince the latter that sustainable   

agriculture is indeed viable and more beneficial to 

rural communities. It also promoted and helped in 

the nationwide campaign and advocacy for genuine 

agrarian reform as the strongest foundation for  

sustainable agriculture. 

PNFSP’s 2nd General Assembly was also held last 

August 2014 wherein a new National Council and 

Executive Committee (ExeCom) were elected. The 

new set of Execom officers are Prof. Ed Deveza as 

the Chairperson, Cynthia Deduro as the Vice Chair-

person for External Affairs, Estrella Catarata as the 

Vice Chairperson for Internal Affairs, Lorie Beyer as 

Secretary, Anna Zofia Leal as Treasurer, Leve 

Laurente as Auditor, and Dr. Romeo Quijano as  

Public Relations Officer. 

Roger Camps (left) and Felix Catajay (in red) assists the  
PO in Panay in making a water catchment jar in 2009 

Luzon-wide consultation meeting in 2012 at the  
Loro Training Center in Baguio City 

Organic Farm  of the Sipaya Small Farmers Association  
in Juban, Sorsogon 

The National 

Thematic  

Conference… 

served as the 

venue where 

best  practices 

of each  

member are 

showcased to 

the public, to 

convince the 

latter that  

sustainable   

agriculture is 

indeed viable 

and more 

beneficial to 

rural  

communities.  



 

 
 

Estrella Catarata, 
PNFSP’s Executive 
Director, served 
as a resource 
speaker on the 

impacts of  
climate change  
on food security 

at the KAS  
Conference in 
China last 2014 
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Locally, the Secretariat has also been 

invited in Committee meetings of the 

House of Representatives and as a      

resource person in a legislative forum 

regarding the Organic Agriculture Act. 

Advocacies 

Disaster-Resiliency Project 

In 2014, PNFSP forged a partnership 

with Terre des Hommes-Germany (TDH-

Germany) to assist the survivors of      

Typhoon Yolanda (international name: 

Haiyan). The Community-led Disaster  

Preparedness and Resiliency Program 

(CLDPR) was conceptualized with the aim 

of restoring the livelihoods of the people, 

establishing mechanisms for disaster   

prevention, response, and recovery 

through Community-led Disaster         

Preparedness committees, and help them 

get their lives back in order. 

On the other hand, the Research,     

Documentation, Information and         

Publication (RDIP) desk became the    

network’s mouthpiece in bringing to the 

fore the different issues involving food 

security. Each year, 2 regular and 2     

special issues of ANI Newsletter are    

published. Fora on issues such as Golden 

Rice and GMOs, quantitative restrictions 

on rice, climate change, agricultural   

research and development, sustainable 

agriculture, and community-based      

initiatives were also organized and co-

sponsored by PNFSP. Press releases and 

Letter-to-the-Editor (LTTE) have also 

been published in the country’s major 

broadsheets. Meanwhile, PNFSP’s reach in 

social media has spread to countries in 

Europe, North America, Asia and across 

the various   sectors of  society, resulting 

to linkages and networking with more 

organizations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PNFSP, through its Executive        

Director, has also served as a speaker in a 

number of international conferences held 

in India, Cambodia, and China. The topics 

ranged from the indigenous peoples’ 

situation in the Philippines, to            

environmental governance, and          

significance of food safety and food secu-

rity. This is through the KAS (Konrad   

Adenauer Stiftung) Rule of Law           

Programme in Asia. 

 

Prof. Edward Deveza, PNFSP’s Chairperson, 
read the Network’s position paper on the  
proposed creation of a National Council  

on Food Security at the House of  
Representatives last August 2015 

municipality of Medellin, Cebu; and Sitio 

Mayho, Paypay and Dalingding Norte in 

the municipality of Daan Bantayan, Cebu. 

The  partner organizations of PNFSP 

are Eastern Visayas Rural Assistance    

Program (EVRAP) and Advocates for  

Community Health (ACH) for the areas in 

Leyte, while the Women’s Resource   

Center of the Visayas (WRCV) and the 

Visayas Primary Health Care Services 

(VPHCS) are focused in the  communities 

in Cebu. 

With the success of the project’s 

first phase, TDH-Germany decided to 

extend the partnership and grant addi-

tional funding for the CLDPR project 

phase two. 

In addition, the Primates World   

Relief and Development Fund (PWRDF) 

based in Canada was also tapped to fund 

the areas in Ormoc, Leyte for a similar 

CLDPR project. The PWRDF is the official 

relief and development agency of the 

Anglican Church of Canada. 

Winster Abasolo, PNFSP’s Field Officer (left) 
distributed the school supplies 

The project areas are Barangays   

Kagbana, Villa Corazon, Dinaayan, and 

Buenavista in the municipality of Burauen, 

Leyte; Sitio Manan-aw in Tindog and 

Barangay Dalingding Sur in the  

Antonio Balonga Jr., PNFSP’s SACLAT staff, 
reads aloud the name of the beneficiaries 

during the rice distribution 

The PNFSP Secretariat has indeed 

come a long way from its humble       

beginnings as a one-desk program,    

sharing an office with MASAI 

(Management Advancement Systems As-

sociation Inc.) for two years. And may it 

continue to serve more of its members 

and people’s organizations nationwide in 

the years to come.  
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NETWORK MEMBERS 
 

LUZON 
 

Cagayan Valley Disaster Response Center (CVDRC) 

Center for Development Programs in  
the Cordillera (CDPC) 

Cordillera Womens’ Education Action  
Research Center (CWEARC)  

Ilocos Center  for Research, Empowerment  
and Development (ICRED) 

Integrated Development Program for Indigenous  
People’s—Southern Tagalog (IDPIP-ST) 

Montanosa Research and Development Center (MRDC) 
Regional Development Center-Northern Luzon/  

Katinnulong Daguiti Umili iti Amianan   
(RDC-NL / KADUAMI)  

Tarabang para sa mga Biktima—Masbate (TABI Masbate) 
 

VISAYAS 
 

Central Visayas Farmers Development Center (FARDEC) 

Dagsaw Panay Guimaras IP Network  
(DAGSAW PGIPNET) 

Eastern Visayas Rural Assistance Program (EVRAP) 
Negros Rurban Assessment  Programme for  

Socio-Economic Development (NRAPSD) 
Organic Farming Field Experimental and  

Resource Station—Panay (OFFERS-PANAY) 
Pagheda-it sa Kauswagan Development Group (PDG) 

Women’s Resource Center of Visayas (WRCV) 

MINDANAO 

Alliance for Genuine Democracy (AGD) 
Alternative Learning Center for Agricultural  

and Livelihood Development (ALCADEV) 
Center for Lumad Advocacy and Services (CLANS) 

Farmers Learning Center-CARAGA (FLC-CARAGA)  

Mindanao Interfaith Services Foundation (MISFI) 
Science and Alternative Technology for  

Rural Development (SALT-RD)  
Tribal Filipino Program for Surigao del Sur  

(TRIFPSS, Inc.—NGO) 
 

NATIONAL 
 

Center for Alternative Development in Information  
Management and Consultancy Services (CALDEV) 

Pesticide Action Network—Philippines (PAN-Phil) 
Philippine Task Force for Indigenous Peoples’ Rights 

(Phil TFIP) 
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PNFSP 

Partners: 

Food for the Body 

continued from page 1 

Activities included here were selling of organic products and organic 

foods which the network members brought with them from their respective 

regions. It showcases different cultures and practices and promotes organic 

and diverse food products. Indigenous foods were brought by the members 

as well to showcase, such as Pinikpikan and Iteg from Cordillera, tapioca 

suman from CARAGA, and Kadios-Baboy-Langka from Panay. These were 

made available for food tasting. By-passers truly  enjoyed the different food 

cultures. Some even encouraged the members to make the event a regular 

weekend organic market.  

Food for the Mind 

This tent had a series of lectures with an assortment of topics and 

speakers: Among them were Rowena Buena who shared the MASIPAG experi-

ence of SEED banking and rice seeds propagation. Jun Castillo of Phil.    

Coconut Industry Movement who gave a short input on the potentials of the 

Coconut Industry in the Philippines. Edgar De Mayo from the Panay Fair 

Trade Center discussed the experiences of PFTC on socio-economic        

enterprises. Fr. Richie Gomez, MSC introduced the  practice of Bokashi.   

Dr. Susan Balingit gave a lecture on healthy lifestyle. Dr. Romy Quijano of 

PAN-Phil also lectured on food safety, elaborating on the toxins in our food. 

And Nona Andaya-Castillo of Nurturers of the Earth discussed about earth-

friendly parenting, being a vegetarian, and breastfeeding. A workshop on 

making organic fertilizers was conducted by PNFSP’s Agriculturist, Antonio 

Balonga Jr. 

Food for the Soul 

This sought to relive the various traditional cultures and practices such 

as cultural arts through actual performance and film shows as well as well-

ness practices that included yoga, meditative exercises, and prayers.     

Network members focused on indigenous people, namely TFIP and CWEARC, 

lead this activity. They wanted to show the spirituality that has guided the 

Filipinos in preserving nature, human relationships and health in their inter-

action with the environment, with each other and with one’s self. Part of 

the activity was demonstrating the ritual of Rice Wine making. 

The whole day activity ended with a Solidarity Night, wherein each  

regional member had cultural presentations and solidarity messages.      

According to Catarata, “This activity opened our minds to different cultural 

practices and had strengthened the relationship of one another. And I may 

say, we are indeed ready to face the challenges that we may encounter in 

upholding the right to food for the next 10 years.” 


