
   Farmers of TABI-Masbate plant adlai, a climate change-resilient crop 

ADLAI: the TABI-Masbate experience 
Climate change has effected the Philip-

pines in very devastating ways, be it in the 

form of destructive supertyphoon Yolanda 

or unbearable heat and drought during the 

summer season. But the most vulnerable 

sector is the peasant population since their 

livelihood depends heavily on the weather. 

Because of the worsening climate crisis 

experienced in the country, the need for 

climate-resilient crops has become impera-

tive among peasants. To this, TABI-Masbate 

has found the answer: adlai. 

Background 

Adlai (Coix lacryma-jobi L.) is also 

called Job’s tears due to the tear-like shape 

of its grains. It has been found to be       

resilient to drought and flood and able to 

thrive in poor soils. In fact, irrigation is   

unnecessary in planting this crop. It is also 

organically-grown, without so much need 

for petrochemical fertilizer and pesticide. In 

addition, a farmer only has to prep and 

plant once and he can harvest thrice to five 

times. 

Continued on page 5 Adlai seeds 
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PNFSP  

is the only  

food security 

network  

that has a 

nationwide 

membership.  

PNFSP begins next phase of 

partnership with SolidAgro 

P 
NFSP has entered 

into a new phase 
of its project with   
S o l i d A g r o 

(formerly called New World) 
for the years 2014-2016. This 
is a continuation of the “Food 
Security for the Future”    
project which started in 2008. 

 
For this phase, the thrust 

is on anti-mining and anti-
f o r e i g n  l a n d g r a b b i n g        
campaign. This is being     
handled by the new program 
called Campaign, Advocacy, 
and Networking. CAN will  
conduct activities which will 
engage broader sectors on the 

basis of how mining and land-
grabbing in the Philippines 
impact the food security 
situation. CAN will work with 
PNFSP members with mining 
and landgrabbing issues and 
its affected communities. It 
will bring the local issues at 
the national level, strongly 
emphas i z ing  i t s  food          

insecurity aspect. 

In the Philippines, PNFSP 
is the only food security    
network that has a nationwide 
membership that can         
effectively campaign against 
the impacts of mining and 
landgrabbing to food security. 

It is able to reach-out to 
broader stakeholders on this 
level of unity. For the next 
two years, CAN will also    
engage with concerned     
government agencies and leg-
islative bodies on these food 

security issues. 

Two research studies will 

be conducted for this phase. 
The mining research will be 
jointly conducted with IBON 
Foundation, wherein the case 
studies are the major mining 
areas in the Philippines. The 
other study will be on areas 
affected by massive           
landgrabbing. Two National 
Conferences are also planned: 
one on Mining and the other on 
Landgrabbing, which gather all 
of PNFSP’s members for the 
purpose of collecting more    
testimonies and to make a  
unified plan of action against 
the large-scale destructive 
mining projects and foreign 

landgrabbing. 

 

The SACLAT program will 
continue its sustainable       
agriculture work in Isabela plus 
2 synergy areas with Advocates 
for Community Health in     
Sorsogon and Oriental Mindoro. 
In the former, PNFSP aims to 
train the farmers to practice 
organic rice farming.          
Currently, almost all of them 
do commercial farming, but its 
extensive use of chemical-
based pesticides and fertilizers 
becomes a burden to the 
health and economic condition 
of the peasants. So PNFSP   

together with the local farmers 
association will set up a     
communal vegetable garden, 
communal rice demonstration 
farm and the re-introduction of 

traditional rice varieties.  

As for Mindoro, the demo 

farm will also serve as a pilot 
farm of the synergy between 
health and food security 
whereby diversified crops are 
to be tested for production, 
and to be replicated later in 

other nearby communities. 

Also, the SACLAT team 
will be more aggressive in  
replicating its earlier         
appropriate technology      
projects in its pilot areas in 
Isabela, Masbate, and Panay 
in order to help more food 
insecure households. SACLAT 
is also readily available to 
assist other PNFSP members in 
their app tech needs. 

 
Meanwhile, the Institu-

tional Capacity Development 
program (formerly the       
Regional Services Coordina-
tion) will handle the trainings 
on technical writing, social 
science research, advocacy 
and campaign management, 
capacity building management 
using the 5 core capacities 
model. These trainings are 
needed in order to strengthen 
the skills and knowledge of 
PNFSP’s members which will 
advocate and campaign in the 
regional level. 

 

These activities are 
geared towards ensuring that 
food security is achieved in 
poor communities where 

PNFSP’s members are active.  
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Region in Focus: Cordillera 

Towards self-determined sustainable development 

3 

Panel of speakers during the Open Forum  

and Press Conference 

A cultural presentation depicting 

the struggles of the Cordillera 
people 

F 
rom November 7-9, 2013, the Center for   

Development Programs in the Cordillera 

(CDPC) together with the Cordillera Peoples 

Alliance (CPA) and IBON Foundation          

organized the Cordillera People’s Development          

Conference. The main objectives of this event were: to 

present the perspectives and practice on genuine      

people’s development by NGOs and People’s              

Organizations (POs) in the context of indigenous peoples 

in the Cordillera; to project and popularize initiatives on 

self-determined and sustainable development of        

indigenous peoples in the Cordillera, and to strengthen 

the initiatives of Indigenous People’s Organizations (IPOs) 

and NGOs in the Cordillera on the campaign for people’s 

goals and sustainable development at national and     

international levels. 

Present Situation 

The region has a total land area of 19,422 square 

kilometers, composed of six provinces and 2 cities with 

77 municipalities including Baguio City. 

Its current economic status looks bleak. In 2012, 

while the national growth rate was posted at 6.8%, the 

Cordillera Administrative Region (CAR) was down to only 

1% from a 1.3% growth rate during 2010-2011. This can 

be attributed to the contraction of the industry sector. 

On the other hand, the inflation rate as of July 2012 was 

3.9%. Poverty incidence during the same year was 22.6%. 

It was especially high in the provinces of Apayao and  

Ifugao. 

The people in the urban centers are usually          

employed in the government sector, industries, business, 

and agricultural trade. While in the rural areas, there is 

a gradual shift to mixed livelihood, as in the case of   

agricultural production and small-scale mining. But the 

main source of livelihood in the region is still in the    

agriculture sector. 

The Cordillera region is indeed bestowed with    

abundant natural resources such as gold deposits,      

copper, silver, zinc, non-metallic minerals, and lush 

green mountains. Over decades, the rich ruling class has 

partnered with foreign businesses and transnational   

corporations to plunder these natural resources, resulting 

to a deforested and degraded environment. Since the 

American colonization during the 1900s, CAR has        

experienced rapid socio-economic development, but at a 

high cost to the people. 

Issues and Challenges  

Agricultural liberalization 

The region has always been a source of fresh and 

nutritious produce such as cabbage, carrots, lettuce, and 

strawberries because of its cold climate. However,   

capitalists have exploited this agricultural base and 

turned farming into a cash crop industry, producing cut    

flowers that do not 

c o n t r i b u t e  t o      

domest i c  food    

security. 

Moreover, due 

to the globalization 

policy of agricul-

tural liberalization, 

imported agricul-

tural products flood 

the local market. 

Hybrid and geneti-

cal ly -engineered 

seeds are being  

p r o m o t e d           

aggressively  
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C o m m e n t a r y  

With the           

constitutional 

amendments, it is 

likely that the   

Philippine economy 

will be totally   

monopolized by  

the big foreign         

businesses and 

transnational   

corporations in 

order to extract the 

most profit from 

our  resources  

and labor force.  

PNoy’s Cha-Cha railroads  

national patrimony, food insecurity 

I 
n a surprise move last March, the House 

of Representatives held a special      

session to amend the current Philippine 

Constitution. Unlike previous plans on 

charter change (cha-cha), this was done hastily 

and without the media frenzy to keep majority 

of the Filipino in the dark on the consequences. 

The sections that were altered were on  

Article XII (National Economy and Patrimony), 

Article XIV (Education, Science and Technology, 

Arts, Culture and Sports) and Article XVI 

(General Provisions. The phrase “unless other-

wise provided by law” was inserted to give  

Congress the power to do away with any       

restrictions on foreign participation and owner-

ship.   

For the benefit of foreign investors 
 

Pres. Aquino believes that with the increase 

in FDIs because of the relaxed restrictions in the 

constitution, “inclusive growth” will happen. 

But for decades, the rich ruling families 

have partnered with foreign companies as   

dummies to control public utilities, infrastruc-

tures, extraction of natural resources, etc. With 

the above constitutional amendments, it is 

likely that the Philippine economy will be     

totally monopolized by the big foreign         

businesses and transnational corporations in 

order to extract the most profit from our      

resources and labor force. In short, they want to 

exploit us, not develop the country. Therefore, 

President Aquino’s real bosses are the foreign 

capitalists, not the masses, as he once claimed 

in his State of the Nation Address. 

 Ever since the Philippine government     

adhered to the neoliberal policies of             

privatization, deregulation, and trade           

liberalization since the 1980s, the promise of  

“inclusive growth” has never been felt by the 

masses, but that of “exclusionary growth”. In 

fact, the unemployment rate has been steadily 

increasing. This means that foreign investments 

do not provide the amount of jobs that the   

government assures to the public. And with 

widespread unemployment comes poverty and 

hunger. 

Moreover, this Cha-Cha came at a time of 

massive landlessness experienced by the     

peasant sector. Thus, more farmers stand to 

lose their agricultural land to foreign ownership 

and control through agri-business projects such 

as cash crop plantations, foreign landgrabbing, 

agricultural leasehold contracts, and land use 

conversions. 

Protectionism not liberalism 

In the case of other countries, they have 

been adhering to the policy of protectionism 

and regulation, a stark contrast to our          

government. These include the USA, European 

Union, Russia, China, India, Indonesia, and  

Vietnam. 

The Philippine government should thus   

follow this global trend and rightfully assert our 

economic sovereignty through regulations such 

as equity and ownership restrictions, domestic 

reinvestment, and technology transfer          

requirement. 

More importantly, genuine agrarian reform 

must be enacted into law to give our farmers 

their own land to till to ensure domestic food 

security and rural employment. National       

industrialization would then provide real      

economic growth and development because of 

intensified job generation and enhanced    

manufacturing industry. 
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This crop is appropriate to plant in 

the island of Masbate because of the 

latter’s poor soil condition, lack of  

water source, and most of the farms 

there are not irrigated. So in June 

2012, TABI-Masbate’s plans to adopt 

adlai in their areas finally pushed 

through. Their staff coordinated with 

the Central Bicol State University of 

Agriculture and they were provided 

with four varieties of adlai seeds. A 

month later, they piloted the propaga-

tion at the demo farm in Mayong-

payong. They were able to harvest 15 

kilos of adlai. 

Replication 

In February 2013, TABI-Masbate 

gathered the farmers from their 

people’s organization to taste test 

adlai. They appreciated its similar 

taste to rice and were then very   

enthusiastic to plant it for their 

household consumption and food 

security. On the average, a farmer 

utilizes 225 square meters of land 

and is able to produce 40 cavans per 

hectare. Since 2013, 58 farmers 

have been cultivating adlai.   

  

Staff of TABI-Masbate look on  
during the demo 

Harvesting adlai 

Future plans 

Due to the success of  

sowing adlai, TABI-Masbate 

now plans to mass produce it 

in their areas through seed 

dispersal and organizing  

trainings or seminars on how 

to cultivate it. They also plan 

to practice multi-cropping  

using adlai, cassava, pigeon 

peas, banana, and coconut. In 

the long run, an adlai mill will 

be constructed. 

Husked and pounded adlai 
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and marketed by TNCs which cause      

bankruptcy to farmers and are harmful to 

the environment and health of the people. 

Another damaging effect is the extinction 

of superior indigenous varieties of rice and 

other food crops. 

Mining 

The Cordilleras have been mined for 

more than a century already, and the    

people are still suffering from the impacts 

of mine tailings and acid mine drainage. 

And more mining exploration permits at 

present threaten their land, lives, and live-

lihood. The aggressive large-scale mining 

expansion being pushed by foreign investors 

and government are being opposed by   

affected communities. 

Green Energy 

The region’s major rivers were used for 

mega-dam projects and the nearby       

communities were submerged in order to 

generate electricity for industries and   

consumers of the Luzon Grid. However, 

those who     sacrificed their land and 

homes for these dams did not primarily 

benefit from the electrification. More       

so-called “renewable” energy projects are 

being planned, namely geothermal plants, 

mini-hydro and windfarms in the different 

areas of the region that promise measly 

benefits but are guaranteed to be detri-

mental to the people and the environment. 

Prospects for Genuine Development 

The numerous challenges faced by the  

Cordillera people have impelled them to 

stand up for genuine people’s develop-

ment. They aspire to uphold and promote 

self-determination among their indigenous 

people and sustainable development. 

The Cordillera region is a rich source of 

alternative development models. It is   

practicing sustainable agriculture,         

organizing rice farmers’ cooperatives, 

herbal medicines, and developing         

community-appropriate technologies. These 

endeavors have helped advance a kind of 

consciousness and practice that is truly self

-determined and sustainable. 
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Agricultural 

modernization in 

the Philippines is 

attainable 

through advanced 

research and 

development if 

the government is 

sincere in 

prioritizing it and 

will shift to a 

framework of 

national             

industrialization.  
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Estrella Catarata (second from right)  
was presented with a plaque of  
appreciation for her speech on    

the evolution of agriculture 

Bantay Bigas holds 2nd NPRC  
Danilo 

Olayvar,  
a farmer 

from    
Bohol,  

recounts 
the  

difficulties  
in  

irrigating 
his  

farmland 

F 
ollowing the success of 
the   National   Peo-
ples’ Rice       Congress 
held last March 2011, 

Bantay Bigas organized a 2nd mini-
NPRC on May 13, 2014 at the Con-
ference Hall of the National Irriga-
tion Agency. The Conference 

served as a venue for farmers, 
millers, traders,  irrigators,      
government agencies, consumer 
groups, partylist representatives, 
NGOs, and other  players in the 
rice industry to share their     
struggles, difficulties, and the  
issues they face. The objectives 

were to analyze the failure of the 
Food Security    Staples Program of 
the Aquino administration, agree 
on a pact of unity to protect and 

strengthen the local grains indus-

try, and to launch a plan of action. 

One of the speakers during the 
event was Feny Cosico, Secretary-

General of AGHAM. She discussed 

food security and self-sufficiency 
and its relation to agricultural 
modernization. According to her, 
the Philippines has an economic 

basis for national industrialization 
due to the country’s rich natural 
resources and labor force which 
includes workers, peasants, and 

scientists. Agriculture will be the 
base for industries because it is 
the source of raw materials. In 
turn, rural industrialization builds 
on rural markets and agricultural 
modern izat ion to increase     
manufacturing and employment in 
rural areas. 

 
Another hot topic during the 

Conference was the matter of  
irrigators’ fees. It is a fact that the 

Philippines is the only country in 
Asia that collects irrigation fees 
among farmers because the     
government does not allocate  

sufficient budget for it. In other 
countries, they do not collect fees 
because it is a basic government 
service to the peasants. Farmers  

from Danggayan-CV (Cagayan 
Valley), AMGL-NE (Nueva Ecija), 
and HUMABOL (Bohol) expressed 
their dismay over their mounting 

debts despite the government’s 
inefficiency in irrigation services. 

 
The Conference ended with a 

Call to Action from Ka Tonying 
Flores, Secretary-General of KMP. 
He said stated that because of 
the government’s lack of support 

to the agricultural sector,     
farmers are forced to rally and 
campaign for genuine agrarian 
reform. 

San Fernando, Cebu – The Philip-

pine Society of Youth Science Clubs 

held its annual National Youth    

S c i e n c e ,  T e c h n o l o g y  a n d            

Environment Summer Camp last April 

2-5, 2014. The theme for this year 

was Cirque de Merveilles: Trapezing 

the Marvels of Evolution. 

Estrella Catarata, PNFSP’s     

Executive Director, was invited to 

speak on the evolution of agriculture. 

The PSYSC wanted to learn about 

mankind’s oldest livelihood and how 

modern research on science and  

technology continues to improve the 

quality and quantity of crops. 

 Catarata traced the historical 

timeline of agricultural research and 

development in the Philippines,   

including the detrimental effects of 

the Green Revolution which was   

introduced by former Pres. Marcos 

during the 1970s. She also discussed 

the current state of Philippine     

agriculture, wherein 7 out of 10  

peasants do not own the land they till 

and the country is a large importer of 

rice. 

Catarata also stressed that  

agricultural modernization in the 

Philippines is attainable through 

advanced research and develop-

ment if the government is sincere 

in prioritizing it and will shift to a 

f r a m e w o r k  o f  n a t i o n a l             

industrial ization. She also       

enumerated several best practices 

being implemented at the grass-

roots level. Among these are   

appropriate technologies such as 

FARDEC’s medium-scale rice mill, 

ALCADEV’s alternative learning 

school teaching sustainable     

agriculture for Lumads, and plant 

breeding by MASIPAG. 

The students act ively       

participated during the Open  

Forum and asked a lot of questions 

regarding GMOs, situation of  

farmers, and the work of PNFSP. 
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PNFSP speaks on landgrabbing, 

IP sit during KAS Conference 
Siem Reap, Cambodia – Estrella Catarata, PNFSP’s     

Executive Director, was invited by the German NGO   

Konrad Adenauer Stiftung (KAS) during its Conference on 

Land Expropriation in Asia. The Conference was held in 

Siem Reap, Cambodia last May 2014. The event was    

attended by representatives from the World Bank, KAS 

Southeast Asia, Cambodian Senate, and other experts on 

the topic. 

employing deception, harassment, and the worst        

scenario entailing extrajudicial killings against poor 

farmers and development workers”. 

Her other topic was on “The Philippine Indigenous 

Peoples and their Customary Laws” wherein she talked 

about the issues of ancestral lands, customary laws, and 

how the  practice of 

Free Pr ior and       

Informed Consent 

(FPIC) is being circum-

vented  by  b i g       

businesses with help 

from the government. 

She reported case 

studies in which the 

indigenous tribes were 

forced out of their 

lands to give way to 

business interest 

groups. Such is the 

scenario of the Palaw-

an group of Sofronio 

Espanola, Southern  

Estrella Catarata (center, standing) during her  
presentation on indigenous people in the Philippines.  

She is wearing an Ifugao tapis, a native cloth  
from Cordillera 

Catarata served as the     

resource speaker for two  

topics. The first was entitled 

“Public Participatory Process 

in Response to Land Grabbing 

Cases: The Philippine Con-

text”. Here, she discussed 

the various government laws 

and programs that pave the 

way for land expropriation 

such as for mining and land 

use conversion. She also   

presented a number of case 

studies that depict land  

grabbing,  namely the intru-

sion of palm oil plantation in  

Bohol, the Green Futures Innovation Inc. biofuel planta-

tion in Isabela, and the peasant struggle for land in 

Aloguinsan, Cebu. 

Catarata also came up with PNFSP’s definition of 

landgrabbing, based on the experiences of its member 

organizations and allied farmers’ organizations. Accord-

ing to her, landgrabbing “is the taking away of the lands 

cultivated by small farmers and the communities, often 

facilitated by the ‘government’ either legally or illegally, 

to be converted into commercial, industrial, tourism, 

mega dams, agribusiness, or large-scale mining uses by 

foreign companies and/or big businesses, without the 

benefit of fair compensation and proper relocation,  

 Palawan; the Iraya Mangyan of Abra de Ilog in Mindoro 

Occidental, the Higaonon Tribe of Opol, Misamis         

Oriental, and the Kankaney, Applai, and Bontok people 

of Mountain Province. In her speech, Catarata stressed 

the fact that the presence of large-scale mining         

operations, mega dams, logging activities, and agro-fuel 

plantations within indigenous peoples’ domain have an 

adverse impact on their food and livelihood system. 

Among Catarata’s suggestions as ways to move     

forward was a call to respect and protect customary laws 

and indigenous values as a means to assert right to land 

and self-determination.  
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NETWORK MEMBERS 
 

LUZON 
Alay-Bayan Luzon, Inc. (ABI) 

Alyansa Dagiti Pesante Iti Taeng (APIT-TAKO) 

Center for Community Work and People’s  
Development (CCWPD) 

Center for Development Programs in the  
Cordillera (CDPC) 

Center for Relief and Rehabilitation  
Services—Cagayan Valley (CCRS-CV) 

Center on Ecumenical Development Actions  
and Research (CEDAR) 

Ilocos Center  for Research, Empowerment and  
Development (ICRED) 

Integrated Development Program for  
Indigenous People’s—Southern Tagalog (IDPIP-ST) 

Montanosa Research and Development  
Center (MRDC) 

Regional Development Center-Northern  
Luzon/Katinnulong Daguiti Umili iti Amianan  

(RDC-NL / KADUAMI)  
Tarabang para sa mga Biktima—Masbate 

(TABI Masbate) 
 

VISAYAS 
Central Visayas Farmers Development  

Center (FARDEC) 
Organic Farming Field Experimental and  

Resource Station—Panay (OFFERS-PANAY) 
Eastern Visayas Rural Assistance Program (EVRAP) 

Negros Rurban Assessment  Programme for  
Socio-Economic Development (NRAPSD) 

 

MINDANAO 
Alternative Learning Center for Agricultural and Liveli-

hood Development (ALCADEV) 
Ethnic Groups Development Resource  

Center (EGDRC) 
KADAIT 

Mindanao Farmers Resource Center (MFRC) 
Mindanao Interfaith Services Foundation (MISFI) 

Tribal Filipino Program for Surigao del Sur  
(TRIFPPS, Inc.—NGO) 

Disaster Response Center (DIRECT) 
 

PNFSP is a partner of SolidAgro  
Belgium and Action Solidarite Tiers Monde 

 

State of the Nation’s  
Food Insecurity for 2014 

T 
he year 2014 marks Pres. Noynoy Aquino’s 4th year in office. The honey-

moon and adjustment period is over. He must now own up to his negligence 

to the people and implementation of faulty policies especially when it 

comes to food security. 

 

The Aquino administration’s Food Staples Self-Sufficiency Roadmap 2011-2016 laid 

down the programs that was supposed to ensure food security for the country. However, 

it failed miserably since the government continues to implement neoliberal policies, such 

as agricultural liberalization, to the detriment of the domestic agricultural sector. Thus, 

the four preconditions of food security (availability, accessibility, distribution, and   

stability) were hardly met. 

 

In terms of availability, the government always resorts to importation to augment 

low food supply. This year, 1.2 million metric tons of rice will be imported, based on the 

forecast of the Food and Agriculture Organization. 

 

However, accessibility to available food is being hampered by high prices of food 

products and low wages of the average worker.  Garlic, a staple vegetable in Filipino 

cooking, increased dramatically reaching P300-P350 per kilo this June. Results from the 

investigation of the Senate committee on agriculture found that traders are to blame for 

the price manipulation since more than 90% of garlic supply in the market is imported. 

Meanwhile, rice prices are continually increasing despite huge volumes of imported and 

smuggled rice entering the country. Other food items that increased prices are milk, 

sugar, pork, and poultry. 

 

It is no wonder then that according to IBON Survey, 59.3% of their respondents had 

difficulty in buying sufficient food for their household for the first quarter of 2014. 

 

Distribution and stability of food supply is also not ensured primarily due to the 

landlessness experienced by 7 out of 10 peasants. Without enough land which is 3 – 5 

hectares per family of six, they cannot produce food for household consumption.  In the 

Philippines, most farmers till less than 1 hectare while two-thirds or three-fourths of his 

produce goes to the landlord every cropping.  Moreover, the farmer shoulders the total 

cost of production, such as the exorbitant irrigation fee amounting to P2,000 per      

hectare.  Lack of support services from the government also makes it difficult for them 

to become more productive. 

 

Sadly, the distribution of food within a household is also uneven. The mothers are 

forced to sacrifice their portion so that her children can eat. The quality and nutrition of 

food among poor households are also lacking. Poor families are forced to consume 

packed noodles with copious amount of water to fill their empty stomachs. Or they just 

add condiments such as fish sauce or soy sauce to rice to make it more palatable. 

 

In a subsistence economy like the Philippines, the advancement of food security 

means self-reliance in production, not importation. Its promotion entails the protection 

of local food supply as primarily used for the people’s consumption, farmers’ control of 

the land where food grows on, and protection of the livelihood of those who produce it. 

 

Therefore, Pres. Aquino’s FSSR is only a lip service, a decoy to disguise the real 

policy thrust of the government which is the neoliberal framework of agricultural trade 

and investment. Clearly, the importation of agricultural products does not cheapen their 

prices but puts the control on the hands of traders who hoards these products, forcibly 

driving up prices. This results to further food insecurity, hunger, and malnutrition among 

Filipinos. 
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