
 

 

 

 

 

SPECIAL ISSUE 

Magnetite mining ravages 
North Luzon 
BY KADUAMI 

I 
n the past months, Northern Luzon 

has been ravaged by numerous min-

ing companies seeking to extract 

precious metals from the earth and 

seas. One of the most in demand mineral in 

the international market today is magnetite 

or black sand. The country’s rivers and 

coastal areas are abundant with it, but 

sadly, the ones who profit from it are the 

foreign big businesses. 

Uses of Magnetite 

Magnetite is a metallic mineral mostly 

abundant in sediments. It is one of the most 

magnetic minerals found in nature. The beach 

sands from which they are found are dredged 

and processed to separate the magnetite. It is 

an important material component of power 

plants since it is used to generate electricity. It 

is mostly used in compasses and other naviga-

tion devices. 
 

Titanium and vanadium can also be found in 

magnetite deposits, which makes the latter 

even more expensive and useful. Vanadium 

when alloyed with iron hardens and strengthens dra-

matically. It is used to make carbon steel, full alloy 

steel and tool steel which are then utilized for armor 

plating for military vehicles, piston rods and crank 

shafts for car engines, and the frames of high-rise 

buildings. On the other hand, titanium is nearly as  

resistant to corrosion as platinum. It is as strong as 

aluminum and steel but comparatively lighter. All of 

these characteristics make titanium very useful in 

military equipments, spacecrafts and missiles, avia-

tion, light laptop computers, medical implants and 

even jewelry. 

Santa, Ilocos Sur 
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Aloguinsan farmers fight for 
their land 
BY ESTRELLA FLORES—CATARATA | FARDEC 

“I was sleeping in the farmers’ camp-out. Around 

5:30am, the police forces came while the other farmers 

were still sleeping… The police then used the hose from 

the fire truck to drench the farmers with water. They 

targeted mostly the women.”, said Emerito Roble Lamas, 

a farmer who was illegally arrested by policemen. 

A collage of scenes from the harassment last August 29 

E 
arly morning of August 29, 2011 while the 

members of the San Roque Farmers Associa-

tion (SRFA) were sleeping in the camp-out, 

police forces came and harassed the peasants 

who are fighting for the land that their families have been 

tilling since 1910. 

 

The 168-hectare prime agricultural land is located in 

baranggay Bonbon, Aloguinsan, Cebu. Farmers are able to 

plant traditional corn varieties, banana, root crops 

(camote, peanuts, cassava), and vegetables. SRFA is a 

partner-PO (people’s organization) of FARDEC which has a 

communal demonstration farm and vermiculture plant as 

a showcase of their best practices in sustainable agricul-

ture technology. 

During the 1980s, the Ministry of Environment and 

Natural Resources conducted a cadastral survey and certi-

fied and approved a cadastral certificate for the actual  

occupants and certified the farmers as cadastral 

claimants since the latter are cultivating the land and 

living in a public land, as declared by the government. 

The land dispute started around 1993 when the 

Gantuangco family prevented the peasants from    

harvesting their produce. The situation prompted the 

farmers to organize themselves and formed the San 

Roque Farmers Association. “Operation Sanggi” was 

launched by SRFA to symbolically and collectively  

assert their right over the land and were successful. 

The Gantuangcos filed a case of unlawful detainer 

against the farmers but the court decided in favor of 

the SRFA farmers. Since then until 2010, SRFA experi-

enced relative peace and security in their lives and 

livelihood. 

 

In 2010, Jufil Gantuangco Sato came to Bonbon 

and introduced himself as one of the heirs to the   

estate. Attempts to eject the farmers started on 

March 30, 2011 when the  Gantuangcos were able to 

get a fencing permit for the area which was anoma-

lously issued by the municipality of Aloguinsan with 

only a tax declaration instead of actual land title. 

 

However, a Deed of Absolute Sale revealed that 

the disputed land is already sold to Everjust Realty 

Development Corporation since August 26, 2010.  

Everjust Realty is owned by Justin Uy, also the owner 

of Profoods International Corp., a top exporter of 

dried mangoes. 

The Gantuangcos employed heavily armed security 

guards, goons and K9 dogs to harass and hurt the  

farmers who were protesting the eviction attempts by 

forming human barricades.  On August 10, the Gantu-

angcos were able to get a Temporary Restraining Or-

der (TRO) from Regional Trial Court Branch 59 in 

Toledo City which was from effective August 10 until 

August 30, 2011. This was a move to restrain the SRFA 

farmers, FARDEC, Bayan Muna Partylist, AnakPawis 

Partylist and the Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas  

from preventing the fencing  and ejectment attempts.   
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Mining Permits 

Because of magnetite’s many 

uses, foreign mining companies have 

applied for permits to mine black 

sand. Colossal Mining Corporation 

has the biggest application, with 

four individual exploration permits 

amounting to 14,722.33 hectares, 

which    includes the provinces of 

Laoag, Bacarra, Paoay in Ilocos 

Norte; Candon, Sta. Lucia, Sta. 

Catalina, Vigan and Caoayan in 

Ilocos Sur; and Dagupan and San 

Fabian in Pangasinan. 
 

In Ilocos, 23,000 hectares of its 

coasts are allocated for magnetite 

mining. In Cagayan Valley region, 

the extent of magnetite mining has 

spanned 13,483 hectares of coast-

line. Platinum Group has a permit 

for 2,000 hectares for Sanchez Mira 

to Ballesteros, Buguey and Gonzaga. 

Meanwhile, Mineral Frontier       

Resources and Development Corpo-

ration has an approved permit for 

1,842 hectares in the shores of   

Sanchez Mira, Pamplona, Abulog and 

Ballesteros. 

Impacts of Magnetite Mining 

The widespread and destructive 

mining activities have resulted to 

environmental damage and loss of 

lives and livelihoods to the people 

living in the coastal communities. 

From 1965 to 1979, Filmag Anglo 

American Company extracted     

millions of metric tons of iron ore or 

magnetite sand from the coastline 

of Lingayen Gulf particularly along 

the coastal areas of La Union to 

Ilocos Sur. The marine ecosystem in 

those areas suffered with the loss of  

coral reefs and seagrasses. 

 

In Brgy. Alaska, Aringay, La    

Union, poor fisher folks with small 

boats are forced to fish far away 

from the shore.  They face higher 

risks and are vulnerable to natural 

disasters.  Even in times of storms, 

they need to go out so they can 

feed their families.  
 

Meanwhile, the Cagayan river 

being dredged for magnetite sand is 

now unable to hold water. The river 

swells and when combined with  

rising sea level and the destruction 

of natural coastlines, the communi-

ties of Camalaniugan, Aparri and 

those along the riverbanks become 

flooded.  

The food security of the people 

is also threatened by the mining 

operations. Before, fisherfolks    

enjoyed bountiful catch of different 

types of fish and shells (rasa, 

pasayan, kurilaw, ludong, unnok, 

kabibe, lames, unnoy, udang, 

kappi). But starting August 2011, 

the residents of Bisagu, Aparri,   

Cagayan experienced a catch of two 

to three fishes which is not enough 

to feed a family of six. Further-

more, they do not have any extra 

catch to sell. 

In Dugo, Aparri, 78 houses were 

forced to move out of their area 

because their houses fell to the 

river. As magnetite is dredged along 

the riverbanks, the succeeding land 

areas subside. 
 

Peasants also suffer from the 

dumping of mine wastes into their 

farms.  As mining companies suction 

magnetite from below, soil above 

sink and sea water enters the     

agricultural and residential lands. 

During typhoon season, the min-

ing-affected communities are       

severely damaged by landslides and 

ground subsidence. Last 2009,      

Typhoon Pepeng’s (Parma) damages 

totalled P19.626 billion (Agriculture = 

P5.1billion, Infrastructure = P14.5 

billion, Private Properties = P2.7  

million) 

People’s Resistance  

In Gonzaga, the people put up 

barricades and have rallied outside 

the Mines and Geosciences Bureau 

office. They have also lobbied to 

Senator Juan Ponce Enrile, made  

petitions to stop the mining activities 

and held an Inter Faith rally. 

They have also formed alliances 

and people’s organizations in the 

campaign to end the destructive  

mining projects. These are: Save the 

Apayao People’s Organization,    

BALITOK-Abra, Save the Valley, Serve 

the People, Save the Wangag River 

Movement, Benguet Mining Action 

Alert Network and Bakun Aywanan. 

They are likewise working with local 

government units for better policy 

reforms. 

A Northern Luzon Mining and  

Human Rights Summit entitled 

“Amianan Salakniban” was held last 

December 13-15 in Baguio City. 

KADUAMI served as one of the organ-

izers of the event. The participants 

came from different sectors:      

peasants, fisherfolks, indigenous  

people, workers, church people,  

media, academe, private and govern-

ment, community organizers and 

NGO development workers. They are 

committed to defend their land, lives 

and resources and to assert their 

rights to food security and develop-

ment. 
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Fr. Pops,  
anti-mining  

martyr 
 
 

 

F 
ather Fausto Tentorio, an 
Italian Catholic Priest, 
PIME (Pontifical Missionary) 
was killed last 17th of Octo-

ber 2011 in front of his parish in Ara-
kan Valley, North Cotabato. His body 
was riddled with bullets, and his head 
was shot to ensure his death.   
 

Fr. Pops, as he was commonly 
called, lived in the Philippines for 30 
years as a foreign missionary particu-
larly in the villages of     indigenous 
peoples of Mindanao, the Manobo and 
the Lumad tribes.  His death was 
mourned and condemned by thou-
sands of people. He dedicated his life 
to the upliftment of poor indigenous 
people and peasants including the 
fight for their right to ancestral lands 
and their dignity as a people. He was 
also an active board member of MISFI 
(Mindanao Interfaith Services Founda-
tion). 
 

A Human Rights Fact Finding Mis-
sion (FFM) concluded that the killing 
of Father Tentorio is linked to his anti
-mining advocacy and active defense 
against policies that displace indige-
nous peoples and peasants.  Inciden-
tally, the Tentorio killing happened at 
the onset of the approval of President 
Benigno “Noynoy” Aquino III of the 
AFP’s (Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines) proposal to deploy more mili-
tary and paramilitary troops in the 
communities where there are strong 
local opposition to mining operations. 

BY MISFI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mining threatens food 
security in Mindanao 

BY PNFSP 

F 
r. Pop’s death is just the tip of the iceberg when it comes 

to the state's role in the protection of the interests of 

large-scale mining and agri-industrial corporations that 

plunder the environment, siphon the local economy and 

displace indigenous peoples and peasants.   

 

Calls by citizens, indigenous peoples, religious and local govern-

ment officials to stop large-scale mining are mounting. Arakan Valley 

is a target site of giant mining companies for future large-scale   

mining projects in Mindanao. A mining firm, Saggitarius Mines Incor-

porated (SMI) with its controlling Swiss mining company Xstrata   

Copper, the world’s 4th largest copper producer, had a massive mining 

venture in the quadri-boundaries of South Cotabato, Davao del Sur, 

Saranggani province and Sultan Kudarat, and is being strongly op-

posed since it is the most destructive mining company in the region. 

 

Amidst actions versus mining, Macroasia Mining Corp, a company 

reportedly owned by tycoon Lucio Tan, was eyeing mining rights in 

Arakan Valley. Hernani G. Abdon, MGB-Socksargen and records divi-

sion chief identified the other mining firm interested to mine the 

Arakan Calley as the Visayas Ore Philipines Inc. The applications of 

these companies have already been rejected, but recent statistics of 

the Mines and Geosciences Bureau (MGB) Regional Office No. XII,  

covering the provinces of North Cotabato, South Cotabato, Sultan 

Kudarat, Sarangani and Davao del Sur showed that mining tenement 

applications covers 35,618 hectares while exploration permits under 

process covers 36,824 hectares.  

 

Large-scale mining in the Philippines and particularly in Mindanao 

is causing large-scale ruin in the environment and people’s liveli-

hoods, thereby threatening the country and region’s food security. 

The overlapping of mining locations with indigenous ancestral do-

mains, watersheds and areas of environmental importance, all of 

which are critical for agricultural and food security, caused massive 

damages and  loss in its forests and fisheries resulting to the decline 

in the production of rice, the country’s staple food. Over the years, 

the country remains to be the biggest rice importer in the world. 

MINING THREATENS | page 7 
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Cagayan Valley devastated by 
mining, bioethanol 

BY ROBERT PASCUA | CRRS-CV 

T 
he Cagayan Valley 

region is beset with a 

two-fold crisis. First 

are the rampant min-

ing activities and second is the 

bioethanol project. Hunger and 

poverty worsened during 

the past year and land-

grabbing has been institu-

tionalized due to the 

various projects and   

programs by foreign big 

businesses, their local 

counterparts and inept 

government officials. 

Mining 

In the whole region, 

more than 130,835.66 

hectares of agricultural, 

residential, mountain and 

forest lands are directly 

occupied by foreign   

mining operations, not 

including the off-shore  

mining activities.  

Since 2010, about 180 houses have been swept along Cagayan River  

due to river dredging and offshore mining.  

This is a hundred percent   

increase from 725,781 hectares in 

2008. Among those affected are 

seventeen towns in Cagayan, 

more than five in Nueva Vizcaya-

Quirino and seven in Isabela. 

In Cagayan, quarrying and 
magnetite mining have invaded  

most of the river systems. The 

mining operators use the dredg-

ing of the Cagayan River as an 

excuse for their activities. 

Thousands of families have  

lost their livelihoods and their 

basic rights violated because of 

these destructive mining opera-

tions. The people from Purok 7, 

Batangan, Gonzaga in Cagayan 

were even forcibly ejected from 

their land as it is being claimed 

by Hua Sia. In Dugo, 78 families 

left their homes because the  

land where their houses are built 

is slowly collapsing. This is the 

same case in Gen. Batalla, Sappil. 

Also in Gonzaga, wells have be-

come deeper because the water 

table is being drained. Houses  

shake when-

ever there are 

mining opera-

tions. Floods 

have also    

become preva-

lent among 

communities 

near  the 

coastal areas. 

Equally worse 

are the mining 

wastes being 

dumped in 

f a r m l a n d s . 

The suction 

effect is also 

being felt in 

areas where 

magnetite   

mining is being done. 

Bioethanol 

The local government of    

Cagayan Valley region allocated 

457,000 hectares of fertile agri-

cultural lands for multinational 

agribusiness corporations,  

CAGAYAN VALLEY | page 6 
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foremost of which is bioethanol. The Green Futures 

Innovation Inc. (GFII), a joint venture of Japan’s   

Itochu Corporation & JGC Corp. together with the 

Philippine Bioethanol and Investments Corp. and the         

Taiwaneese GCO holding company, plans to build an 

11,000 hectare sugar crop plantation and nurseries, 

including cogeneration facilities and an ethanol    

distillery plant. The project is worth P6 billion and 

will be operational by 2012. 

 

Planting of monocrop sugarcane threatens the 

food security of the people. Before, they cultivate 

their land and are able to plant rice, corn and vege-

tables to ensure that they have food to feed their 

families throughout a year. But renting out their 

farmland to GFII would only amount to P5,000-

P10,000 per hectare per annum while planting and 

selling rice would earn them P42,000 per hectare per 

annum. Meanwhile, some are being forcibly evicted 

from their homes and land and have nowhere else to 

go. They are also subjected to occupational health 

hazards from spraying pesticides without being given 

proper clothes and equipments. And for those who 

started working in the plantation’s nursery, some 

workers receive only P15-30 per day for weeding and  

Reforestation 

Government has also tried using reforestation 

as a landgrabbing scheme. Local officials would 

coerce farmers into entering the Community Base 

Forest Management (CBFM), Socialized Forest 

Management Agreement (SIFMA), Integrated For-

est Management (IFM) and others. Under these 

programs, the people’s organization (PO) be-

comes a steward of the forest land, instead of 

allowing the farmers to own the land they are 

tilling. Because of this, the farmers can be 

evicted by a private company who invests in the 

land. According to DENR’s website, “CBFM helps 

participants access investment capital, identify 

markets, and build marketing capabilities.” 

CBFM is also a way to avoid agrarian reform. 

Local government has allowed the 200 hectare 

Sandoval estate and 943 hectares in Sindon, 

Ilagan to be planted with trees. The 600 hectare 

land in Baggao-Gattaran is still classified as 

“forestry” even if it has been tilled and culti-

vated by farmers for decades. 

Cagayan Valley, known to be one of the Phil-

ippines’ rice granaries is now seriously being 

threatened with land conversion in varying 

forms. It is very ironic that the Aquino govern-

ment wants the country to be self-sufficient 

when it comes to rice production by the year 

2013. But at the rate that land conversion is hap-

pening, Pres. Aquino and Dept. of Agriculture 

Secretary Proceso Alcala’s aspirations will remain 

but an elusive dream. 

Additional Resources: 

“Not One Idle Hectare”. Speak Out. People’s Coalition on 

Food Sovereignty. September 2011 

spraying and P100 per day of harvesting. But   

because of their continuing fight for workers’ 

rights, they now receive P150 per day for     

weeding and spraying. 

Geogen / Geograce / Platinum Group Metals Corp. 

in Dimaluadi, Dinapigue, Isabela 

CAGAYAN VALLEY | from page 5 
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Yet, the  Gantuangcos, aided by the Aloguinsan 

police and their hired goons and security guards, 

failed with the forced eviction until the 29th of Au-

gust.   

 

At 6:00 in the morning of August 29, 2011, more 

than 300 police forces from Barili, Aloguinsan, Toledo,  

Pinamungajan, Asturias and Balamban and a SWAT 

team headed by PNP-PRO 7 under Director Ager Ontog 

arrived in the community.  They also brought fire 

trucks and a back hoe. They dispersed the people, 

struck anyone using their truncheons and attempted 

to arrest almost every farmer and supporter in the 

camp out areas. Of the 39 who were arrested, 21 are 

women, 3 are minors, 8 are elderly peasants and 3 are 

students from the University of the Philippines Cebu.  

They were illegally detained in the jails of Pinamun-

gajan, Toledo and Balamban without proper food      

supply. Atty. Kim Mendoza, FARDEC’s lawyer and legal 

counsel for SRFA promptly filed charges of unlawful  

arrest, arbitrary detention, physical injuries and       

robbery against the police and 78th Infantry Battalion. 

The detained farmers and students were released on       

September 2. 

 

At present, the farmers are still able to cultivate 

their farmland inside Hacienda Gantuangco because of 

their fierce resolve to fight for their land and livelihood. 

 

The farmers have lost valuable time supposed to be 

spent cultivating their land and planting crops. Instead 

of being in the field, the farmers have to stand guard 

against the police forces in case the latter will once 

again build a fence around the area. 

ALOGUINSAN FARMERS | from page 2 

More agricultural lands, including irrigated 

rice paddies, will be destroyed as the mining 

companies compete for land and water, particu-

larly if they are allowed to mine in water catch-

ment areas. The cumulative impact of mining on 

fresh water and marine ecosystems appear to 

have been ignored by policy makers allowing 

rampant mining. Aside from decreasing hectares 

of irrigated lands for food production, mining  

activities produce pollutants in soils and plants 

that continue to damage agriculture and the   

environment for decades even after the mines 

have closed. Deforestation and soil erosions    

resulting from mining operations cause siltation, 

salinization and water clogging which damage 

rice and fish production and stagnate yields. 

 

House Bill 4315 or the Peoples Mining Bill has 

aptly described the impact of RA 7942 (Philippine 

Mining Act of 1995).  “RA 7942 has deprived peo-

ple of access to land and other natural resources, 

stunted the domestic economy, and destroyed 

the environment.  Mining areas are among the 

poorest communities nationwide. It is responsible  

Scenes from the protest march 

Photos courtesy of arkibong bayan 

MINING THREATENS | from page 5 for human rights violations: many were killed, sued, 

and harassed for their opposition.” 

 

As part of the people’s struggle, progressive or-

ganizations held a five-day march to protest the 

large scale mining operations of Xstrata-SMI in South 

Central Mindanao. It was entitled “Lakbayan II: The 

fight continues against large scale mining and human 

rights violations.”  

Additional resources: 
 
Mining or Food? Robert Good-
land and Clive Wicks. 2008. 
www.piplinks.org/system/files/
Mining+or+Food+Chapters+1+to+7.pdf 
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ABOUT THIS ISSUE 

T 
he country’s food resources like land, coastal areas, forest and 

water are being depleted due to commercial uses. Land use 

conversion is thus a major hindrance to the country’s food 

security situation. 

 

According to DAR, the approved land conversion as of June 2011    

totaled 34,984 hectares out of 42,145 hectares or 83% of all applications 

were approved. Among the regions, Region 4-A or the CALABARZON 

area has the highest of 11,318 hectares diverted.  These numbers of hectares 

are deemed idle, unproductive or marginal lands according to DAR. 

 

Mining can be considered as a form of land use conversion, since the 

land which was once agricultural or forest or ancestral land is being dug up 

and becomes barren and contaminated with mine tailings. For this special 

issue, we will highlight the different issues of land use conversion faced by 

our members. 

 

The Regional Development Center-Northern Luzon/Katinnulong Da-

guiti Umili iti Amianan (RDC-NL / KADUAMI) gave a situationer during 

the “Amianan Salakniban” Mining Summit last December 13-15, 2011 and 

highlighted the destructive impacts of magnetite mining. 

 

Center for Relief and Rehabilitation Services – Cagayan Valley (CRRS-

CV) is actively opposing the on-going bioethanol project since it will affect 

11,000 hectares of agricultural land and will result in a massive displace-

ment of farmers. 

 

In the process of land conversion, it is inevitable that farmers and their 

supporters will face various human rights violations and be forcibly evicted 

from their lands. 

 

Fr. Fausto “Pops” Tentorio, an Italian priest was brutally murdered out-

side of his convent. It is believed that the motive behind his killing was his 

protestations against government projects involving foreign corporations 

such as plantations and mining because these endanger the lives and liveli-

hood of the people. 

 

The San Roque Farmers Association (SRFA) is a partner-PO of Central 

Visayas Farmers Development Center’s (FARDEC) food security program. 

They are being threatened with ejectment from their land by the Gantu-

angco family, a rich clan in Central Visayas. 

 

Land use conversion does not only threaten the country’s food security 

but becomes the reason for “state-sponsored” human rights violations. It is 

thus imperative that we all should oppose the vast and rampant conversion 

of fertile agriculture lands for non-food purposes, so that the lives and live-

lihood of Filipinos will be ensured. 
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